
Philosophy of Ministry

“I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 
power.  Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me:  to preach 
to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of 
this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  His intent was 
that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 
confidence.  I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are 
your glory.”  

- Ephesians 3:7-13, NIV

Though not called to be an apostle, the auto-biographical words of the apostle Paul serve well as the 
basis for my philosophy of ministry.  The passage from Ephesians describes my calling, charge, and 
purpose.

The Calling
As with Paul, I am who I am by the grace of God (v. 7).  Nothing I do will ever make me deserve this 
calling.  The grace God has extended to me in Christ by the power of his Spirit is foundational to my 
philosophy and the departure for everything that follows.

The Charge
The charge I have to live by is to be a servant, to preach, and to lead and develop…

• A Servant:  As Paul confesses, I too am “the least” (v. 8).  My work is to be a servant of God, a 
servant among God’s people, and a servant to all of God’s creation.  

• A Communicator:  As with Paul, my work is to communicate the gospel (v. 8-9) through preaching 
and teaching.  The communication of the gospel is not a responsibility I take lightly.  Effective 
communication of the gospel and the scriptures which teaches us the gospel way of life requires 
diligent prayer, study, and discipline, being attuned to both the will of God and the circumstances 
of people.  Further, because this involves the proclamation of God’s redeeming grace, such 
communication should always have redemption as its goal.  

• A Leader:	
 Paul instructs that God is now making his wisdom known through the church (v. 
10-11).  Thus, the redeeming and reconciling grace that has been revealed in Jesus Christ, God 
now wants to reveal through the church.  This requires of me leadership that equips the church I 
serve among to live as a community that embodies the wisdom of God—the gospel—to the world.  
This entails the casting of vision, the development of ministry opportunities for the church, and the 
enlisting others for roles of service and leadership.

The Purpose
Redemption is the heartbeat of our story, so much so that Paul declares we can “approach God with 
freedom and confidence” (v. 12).  The purpose of my entire ministry is so that others will be able to 
approach God with freedom and confidence.


