
Stepping Forward: On Mission with God
“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit.”

~ John 15:5

As the Columbia Church of Christ, we are a branch rooted in the vine, a people rooted in Jesus 
Christ.  Our task is to remain rooted in Jesus Christ  so that we will bear the fruit Jesus has 
groomed us for.  This calls for a vision and mission that  will clarify for us in our own language 
how we can live as a church rooted in Christ, bearing the fruit.  Therefore, I offer to us as a 
proposal the vision and mission I believe God is calling us to pursue as a church.  I ask of us that 
we read over it, think about it, pray  about it, and talk about it as we discern together if this is 
indeed the direction we are to step forward in as we live on mission with God.

Vision and Mission

Vision: “An attractive and committed community of Jesus followers!”

I believe God is calling us to step forward on mission with him as a church in the greater area 
of Columbia, Maryland that is both attractive to those seeking God and committed to Jesus as 
we participate with God in his mission of restoring life.

Mission: Our mission is too embody the grace of God as we live in the way of Jesus.

I believe that we are who we are by the grace of God.  Therefore as we step forward pursuing 
the vision as an attractive and committed community of Jesus followers, we must constantly 
embody the grace of God in all we do as we live in the way of Jesus.

What does this mean?  One one hand it means that when others who are seeking God visit 
among us, they will find our gatherings attractive enough that they will like what they experience 
and continue hanging out with us as they seek God and learn about Jesus.  Yet as these seekers 
continue hanging out with us, the will understand our commitment to following Jesus as we 
participate with God in his mission of restoring life.  In this way, though we will attract those 
who are seeking God, we also will make disciples of those seekers as they learn to imitate us 
living out our commitment.

What goals does this strive for?  As followers of Jesus participating with God in his mission of 
restoring life, this vision sees us growing three ways.  First, we grow as Spirit-filled believers 
living with a deepening love for God and each other expressed with courageous faith and great 
works done in the name of Jesus Christ.  Second, we grow developing and sustaining a ministry 
to our children and students, passing the legacy of our faith on to the next generation.  Third, as 
we grow while offering support for ministries and mission efforts around the world, with the 
dream of planting another church in the Baltimore/Washington D.C. metro area.

 



What commitments does this ask of us?  In order to embody the grace of God as we live in the 
way of Jesus, there are four commitments we must keep.

• Celebrating the grace of God — The practice of our faith as a joyous response to God’s 
unceasing love for us in Jesus Christ.

• Meeting the needs of others — Blessing others as God has blessed us, serving and caring 
for them in the name of Jesus Christ.

• Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ — Teaching people the story of Jesus Christ so that 
they may share in God’s gift of salvation as well.

• Developing followers of Jesus Christ — Teaching and spiritual forming mature disciples 
who also embody the grace of God as they live in the way of Jesus.

 


