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Does this make sense?



Image Matters

“Then Jesus said to them, 
‘Give back to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s and to 
God what is God’s.’”

- Mark 12:17



Egyptian Christians protecting Muslims 
during the Egyptian revolution of 2011.



Our Place in the Story

“If we allow the Bible to 
become fragmented, it is in 
danger of being absorbed 
into whatever other story is 
shaping our culture, and it 
will thus cease to shape our 
lives as it should.” 

- Goheen & Bartholomew



The Five Acts of the Story

1. Creation

2. Fall

3. Israel

4. Jesus

5. Church and the 
Coming Kingdom



The Church and the Coming Kingdom

❖ Christ-Centered, Kingdom-Oriented

• Believes the good news of Jesus and the kingdom 
of God, reorients life (repentance) around this 
good news, and follows Jesus (cf. Mk 1:14-15, 17).

• Discipleship: Learning to live the way of Jesus.

❖ Innovative, Yet Consistent



God’s Masterpiece

❖ People once “dead” but now , by God’s grace, 
“made alive” in Christ (Eph 2:1-9).

❖ Created in Christ for “good works” (Eph 2:10).

• God’s “handiwork” (poiēma).

• “We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus 
for the good works which God has already 
designated to make up our way of life.” - New 
Jerusalem Bible

• Living artwork made for walking a new way of life.



Living as God’s Masterpiece

“Blessing is God’s provision for 
human flourishing.  ...God’s 
blessing of people overflows in 
their blessing of others and those 
who experience blessing from 
God in turn bless God, which 
means that they give all that 
creatures really can give to God: 
thanksgiving and praise.”

-Richard Bauckham



Living as God’s Masterpiece

❖ Good works so that the world 
may flourish as God intends 
and glorifies God.

❖ The question then is about the 
“ultimacy” of God’s mission 
(Christopher J.H. Wright).



The Dropbox

http://vimeo.com/41412962 



The Neighborhood BBQ


